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Executive Summary 
 
On August 7, 2017, Ada County Highway District staff received a request from the City of Boise to 
remove the Glenwood extension, south of Mountain View Dr, from the Master Street Map. The City of 
Boise Department of Parks and Recreation is currently engaged in a master planning process to develop 
a park at this site. Current proposals for the site do not account for the planned Glenwood extension. 
During the work session, staff will present an overview of the Glenwood extension and a proposal 
for evaluating the impact the City’s request would have from a transportation perspective.  
 
Facts & Findings 
 
The Master Street Map is ACHD’s primary communication tool demonstrating desired network 
connections and locations for right-of-way preservation for future improvements. First adopted in 
January 2010, the Master Street Map was developed in coordination with ACHD’s city partners to 
reflect a shared vision for the transportation network to support desired land uses in the area. The 
Glenwood extension has been shown on the Master Street Map from its first iteration. 
 
The following is a brief history of this project: 

- 1970’s – Extension first studied. Included a citizen committee and public involvement. Resulted 
in the partial construction of the current alignment. 

- 1991 – Ada Planning Association identified the Glenwood and Curtis extensions as part of 2010 
Long-Range Plan. Boise City Council opposed these improvements. ACHD and Boise agreed to 
study the improvements further.  

- 1993-1995 – ACHD conducted the $1.7 million Bench Valley Study. Included a citizen 
committee (met 39 times) and several hundred public meetings. Recommended the current 
alignment. 

o During Study, Spaulding Ranch (remaining parcel needed for completion) placed on 
National Register of Historic Places. 



o Study recommended the Glenwood Extension be re-evaluated after the construction of 
the connections to Chinden of Curtis, Five Mile, and Maple Grove roads. 

- 2010 – Master Street Map adopted. Included Glenwood extension. 
o City did not request removal during two major updates (2013, 2016)  

- 2013 – ACHD completes in-house evaluation of possible implications if project does not move 
forward. 

- 2016 – City acquires Spaulding Ranch through trade with developer. 
- 2016 – ACHD 2016 Capital Improvements Plan adopted. Included Glenwood extension. 
- 2017 – City of Boise undergoes park master planning effort, excluding roadway connection. 

 
Fiscal Implications 
 
The Glenwood Extension is identified in the 2016 CIP, but has no funds allocated in the adopted 
Integrated Five-Year Work Plan. Due to the historic designation, construction of the Glenwood 
Extension was assumed to be built by development. If the Glenwood extension is removed from the 
future network, the surrounding intersections and adjacent roadway may require enhancements 
not currently identified or funded.   
 
Policy Implications 
 
The ACHD Policy Manual requires modifications to the Master Street Map be acted upon by the ACHD 
Commission. Any decision on this requested modification should take into consideration the broader 
transportation impacts and project history.   
 
 
 
Attachment(s): City of Boise Letter 
   



 
August 7, 2017 
 
Paul Woods, President 
Ada County Highway District  
3775 Adams Street 
Garden City, Idaho 83714 
   
Re: Removal of Glenwood Extension from Master Street Map 
 
 
Dear President Woods, 
 
In 2016, the City of Boise acquired property located at 3805 North Cole Road also referred 
to as the Spaulding Ranch. The 20-acre property is one of the last intact historic farms 
located within the Boise city limits and the city intends to preserve the property as a working 
farm. The City of Boise Department of Parks and Recreation is currently engaged in a master 
planning process that celebrates the historic use of the property, preserves the character of 
the site and maintains the property in order to make it accessible to the public.   
 
To preserve the site as a historically intact contiguous farmstead, the City of Boise requests 
that the Glenwood Extension be removed from the Ada County Highway District’s master 
street map. Should the extension go through, it will greatly compromise the property, and 
detract from a public asset that has the potential to be a one of a kind experience for the 
entire Treasure Valley.   
 
In conversations with the public, their desire to both preserve the property and educate 
today’s youth in agricultural practices is apparent. The master plan that we are developing 
captures that vision. It also provides pedestrian and bicycle connectivity through the site 
and will connect an existing pathway from Capital High School at the northwest corner of 
the parcel. The plan works to achieve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity through a series 
of informal trails that will provide connections to the surrounding community. The City of 
Boise looks forward to offering this truly unique asset to the West Bench neighborhood, while 
preserving the history of the site and educating the community on agricultural practices. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mayor David H. Bieter 
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